
Ancient Ways Promise New Beginnings 
 
People on the land know the intricacies of nature: how the turtles nest, where the wild leeks grow, when 
it’s time to plant, harvest and hunt. They watch the weather and know that big environmental changes are 
causing big problems. These observations from people on the land will be appreciated this fall in 
traditional Knowledge Circles.  
 
How? Indigenous Talking Circles are an ancient and traditional way of sharing knowledge and building 
community. This will be the central part of the Knowledge Circles project, a grassroots model of inclusive 
leadership across our region that gives a voice to the people and their life on the land. 
 
The Knowledge Circles project is the cornerstone of The Land Between organization 
(www.thelandbetween.ca) – a national nongovernmental charity with a mandate to support and conserve 
the natural, cultural and socio-economic assets of this region – in partnership with the Hastings 
Stewardship Council and Curve Lake First Nation. Funding for the Knowledge Circles project is being 
generously provided by the Government of Ontario under its Partnership Grant Program.   
 
The Land Between bioregion spans nine counties stretching from Georgian Bay to the Ottawa Valley; 
situated between the St. Lawrence Lowlands (limestone based) and the Canadian Shield (granite based). 
This region is what ecologists call an ecotone: an area of transition. Species from the north and the south 
meet here: moose and deer, blueberry and strawberry, river otter and woodchuck, and blackfly and 
mosquito. The region also has the highest mix and diversity of habitats in Ontario. 

Knowledge Circle events will be held this fall in four locations across The Land Between region:  

1. Simcoe/Muskoka/Haliburton 
2. Peterborough/Kawarthas  
3. Hastings  
4. Lennox & Addington/Frontenac/Lanark  

 
The goals of these Circle events are to share local knowledge, understand the conditions of the land, get to 
know each other in our neighborhoods, and build these relationships. A natural outcome of Talking 
Circles is the discovery of new solutions and added capacity for action to meet the environmental 
problems we face. 

To gather this local knowledge, we appeal to our experienced allies: farmers, hunters, anglers, woodlot 
and forest tract owners, beekeepers, gardeners, kayakers, hikers and nature-lovers. You are the citizens 
invited to the Knowledge Circle events. Please note that political agendas are counter-productive to these 
gatherings; the focus is on grassroots efforts. (See the sidebar for how to register.) 
 
Led by First Nation and community group members, a feather is passed around the circle allowing each 
participant to share their observations and voice their experiences. Everyone in the circle has equal status, 
and all are interconnected. Each contribution is valued for its insights into the state of our land and the 
priorities of people in our communities. 

The Knowledge Circle gatherings offer another chance to share stories. A video booth will be set up to 
record and publish your own accounts for a series called “TLB (The Land Between) Talks.”  

At the Knowledge Circles you will make new friends and find many with like concerns. There is no 
charge for these events, and lunch is provided. Space is limited, so register early.  

https://www.thelandbetween.ca/


The plan is to hold Knowledge Circle events every two to four years. The benefits for our communities 
will be felt into the future, as new insights and improved relationships will increase our understanding and 
our ability to act. We also support new capacity in grassroots organizations. Throughout the year, The 
Land Between with Curve Lake First Nation will offer tools and resources to groups to support inclusive 
leadership practices. There will be opportunities to be mentored, including the use of the Talking Circle as 
a meeting model. 

For more information, contact Leora Berman at info@thelandbetween.ca or 705-457-4838, or contact 
Matt Caruana at info@hastingsstewardship.ca or 613-391-9034.  
 
For more about the project, visit knowledgecircles.ca 
 

 

 

Written by Susan Moore and Leora Berman 

 

We are hosting Knowledge Circle conferences for landowners and resource-users (farmers, hunters, 
etc.). Full-day (10 am – 4 pm) conferences will be held: 
 

• Saturday October 28 in Verona at Verona Lions Club, 4504 Verona Sand Rd. 
• Saturday November 4 in Madoc at Hastings Arts Centre, 230 Durham St. South 

 
Registration is required (the event is free): Please contact Leora Berman at 705-457-4838 or 
info@thelandbetween.ca or register online at knowledgecircles.ca 
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